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LONDON,

886, TOE SECRET. FRIORITY,
Addressed Canberra repeated Singapore 21,
Tange from Davis,

Singapore Constitutionsl Talks.

There is %o be a paragraph in the report which
way have important repercussions which will state & list of
disabilities applicable to voters and candidates for election
and which will include those who are in detention on the grounds
that they have been acting in subversion of peace, order and
good government, There will be further provision that this
disability will apply only if a judicial iribunal ruled that on
evidence before it, it is proper toc state that actions of
detainees have been subversive,

2, Lim, Chew 3wee Kee and Lee Kuan Yew in fact
asked the United XKingdom Government to make this provision but

ag it could not be admitted publicly that they had done so

they requested United Xingdom Governmeni to take onus of
decision, Accordingly, the Secretary of 3tete called a

special meeting today in which he stated that the United Kingdom -
Government could not stand by and. see Singapore taken over by
Communists and therefore ¢id not intend to permit those in
detention to have electorai rights, Lim formally protested

for the record that this was undemocratic, ‘

3, The Secretary of State had some difficulty
but Finally persuaded his Cabinet colleagues that, in the
circumstances, and for a limited period this would have to be
done, '

b, - Thie information would be most damaging if it
became known and the Coloniasl Office have reduested strict

edherence to top secret classification, New Zealand and the
United States will be only other Governments informed,
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